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As | See Things

By Rabbi Shawn B. Zell

No Rome Charge

trange, isno6t it

never got the shaft the way the

Spanish did? Spain was placed in

cherem (excommunication) for
centuries for its 1492 expulsion, as well as for
the Inquisition that followed, while Rome
seems to have come out it as though it was
pure olive oil. The same Jews who on
principle would not deign to set foot on
Spanish soil for centuries, uttered nary a word
of protest when it came to embarking on a
Roman holiday. Doesn
incongruous, to say the least, that two
thousand years of being homeless people,
along with the accompanying sufferings
(pogroms, expulsions, etc) would not be
regarded with the same severity saved for
King Ferdinandds fana
sudden infusion of funds into the Royal
treasury, thanks to the confiscation of Jewish
properties and wealth?

The Spanish dondét see
the Romans when it comes to our refusal to
put the past behind us. And with good
reason: The tragedy of the year 70, was of a
totally different nature than the tragedy of
1492. The former brings along with it a sigh
of fimea culpao that r

The Talmud, in addition to providing a
number of reasons as to why the destruction
took place, relates the must read episode of
Kamtza and Bar Kamtza. Itis a story replete
with enmity, public e
backo, as well as f ai
our leaders. Implicit is the message that were
it not for ego, the entire fiasco which
ultimately led to the Holy Temple going up in
flames would have been prevented, if not
avoided all together.

The next time you are at synagogue services
for Sukkot, Passover, or Shavuot, look at the
bottom paragraph (p.586) in the brown Siddur
or bottom paragraph (p.678) in the black
Siddur: fBecause of

hforwo M hoeU IR oCnPathnst 'y and
Yet, the Siddur says absolutely nothing as far
as the culpability on the part of the enemy!
For a people that refuses to forget from
Pharaoh to Farrakhan, the Romans get a free
pass. Theologically speaking, they were but
HaShemb6s instrument
a well deserved punishment.
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And so, we mourn as a nation. With no
6n[1alic¢ie t_{)warbd_g\% enemy, and hopefully with
much disappointment in ourselves, we are
reminded that among the catastrophes that
befell us, there are those we brought on
ourselves.
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hasten the coming of Moshiach.
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AUGUST TORAH TOPICS

August 2
August 9
August 16
August 23
August 30

Coming or Going

Everlasting Love

Speaking of Moses

Frequent Mitzvah Miles
Today is Two Days

2 Large Cucumbers, Halved Lengthwise,
Seeded and Sliced

1/4 Cup Red Wine Vinegar

1 Tablespoon White Sugar

1 teaspoon Salt

3 Large Tomatoes, Seeded and Coarsely
Chopped

2/3 Cup Red Onion, Coarsely Chopped
1/2 Cup Chopped Fresh Mint Leaves
3 Tablespoon Olive Qil

Salt & Pepper to Taste

1/2 Cup Feta Cheese (optional)

1.

Serves 6

In a large bowl, toss together the cucumbers,
vinegar, sugar and salt. Let stand at room

temperature for an hour, stirring occasionally.

Add tomatoes, onion and mint and oil to
cucumbers and toss to blend. Season with

salt and pepper.

If desired, right before serving, toss in the feta

cheese.
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DID YOU KNOW

That not every Haftorah is chosen to correspond to the Parsha topic by topic? There are
ten consecutive haftorot that are read solely because of the horrific events of Tisha
Ti sha
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of consolation or healing.

Healing wounds take a far greater amount of time

inflicting wounds.
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